
 

CABINET 

 

Report subject BCP Council Local Plan Issues and Call for Sites  

Meeting date 11 September 2019 

Status Public Report  

Executive summary To seek approval to undertake an initial consultation on 
possible issues the BCP Local Plan will need to address, as 
well as carry out a ‘Call for Sites’ exercise to invite anyone 
with a potential development site to submit it to the Council 
for consideration as part of the Local Plan process.  

Recommendations It is RECOMMENDED that Cabinet: 

 Approves the release of the enclosed BCP Local Plan 
issues and call for sites letter for a minimum of 6 weeks 
consultation in accordance with Regulation 18 of the 
Local Planning regulations1 

Reason for 
recommendations 

To start the process of preparing the BCP Local Plan and 
engaging with residents to understand the nature of issues 
that the plan ought to address. The call for sites exercise is 
standard practice at the start of preparing a Local Plan as it 
helps to identify what level of land availability might exist to 
meet the area’s needs.  

                                                      
1
 Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 (as amended) 



 

Portfolio Holder(s): Councillor Margaret Phipps, Portfolio Holder for Strategic 
Planning 

Corporate Director Bill Cotton (Corporate Director of Regeneration and 
Economy) 

Contributors Julian McLaughlin, Director of Growth and Infrastructure 

Mark Axford, Interim Head of Planning (Bournemouth) / 
Planning Policy Manager 

Nicholas Perrins, Policy Manager 

Bill Gordon, Senior Planning Officer 

Wards All 

Classification For Decision 
Title:  

Background  

1. The process for preparing a Local Plan is set out in the Planning and Compulsory 

Purchase Act 2004 (as amended) and Town and Country Planning Regulations 

(Local Planning) 2012 (as amended). The first stage of the plan making process 

is set out in Regulation 18 of the 2012 regulations and requires local planning 

authorities to undertake a consultation with residents, businesses, statutory 

consultees and a wide range of other relevant organisations to find out what 

issues the plan ought to address. 

The proposed Issues consultation 

2. Some of the issues that the BCP Local Plan would need to look at are already 

relatively well understood, having been identified through work undertaken by the 

preceding Councils. Issues that have emerged to date include meeting housing 

needs, responding and adapting to climate change, location of development, 

tackling congestion and how to protect the environment. 

3. It is proposed, however, that this first consultation for the BCP Local Plan is not 

too prescriptive on what the Council may consider are the key issues as the 

purpose is to ask the area’s communities and businesses what they think the 

plan should aim at addressing. 

4. The attached letter is therefore ‘light touch’ albeit provides some examples of the 

sorts of issues that might arise to help generate interest and debate with our 

communities. 

Call for Sites 

5. It is good practice at the start of a Local Plan process to also invite potential 

development sites to be identified at this early stage, so they can be properly 

assessed for their suitability and acceptability through the plan preparation. 

Cabinet should note that all previous sites that have been identified through 



 

earlier call for sites exercises remain under consideration, so we would not 

necessarily expect these to be re-submitted. The purpose of the exercise is to 

encourage the identification of new potential sites to come forward so that the 

BCP Local Plan can take a holistic view on the scope of land availability within 

the administrative boundary to help meet the various issues and needs. It is also 

important to note that the call for sites applies to any potential land use that an 

owner / interested party considers should be considered through the Local Plan 

process. For example, a site could be identified for future open space, housing, 

employment or any number of possible uses. 

The consultation  

6. It is proposed that the consultation and call for sites exercise will start on Monday 

7th October 2019 and run for 6 weeks until Monday 18th November 2018.  

7. The consultation will be undertaken in accordance with the three preceding 

Councils’ Statement of Community Involvement, which all remain in place for the 

purposes of supporting plan-making. 

8. This involves the Council informing all parties on the combined planning policy 

consultation databases of the start of the consultation and setting out how 

interested parties can respond. 

9. The consultation and call for sites will be supported by a communications plan 

that will be agreed with the Portfolio Holder for Strategic Planning, Head of 

Growth & Infrastructure and the Council’s communications team prior to the start 

of the event. This is to ensure that engagement is as wide-ranging as possible at 

this stage. The communications plan will look to include use of social media, the 

Council’s website, newsletters, online responses forms, press releases and, 

where possible, short video clips. 

10. It is anticipated that the Local Plan process will involve wide ranging and 

innovative engagement techniques throughout the plan making process, to 

ensure as many people as possible can have their say and shape the future 

direction of BCP. In this regard, the consultation material also encourages 

respondents to set out how they would like to be consulted with during future 

stages of plan development to ensure the process is as open and engaging as 

possible. 

11. The Council’s emerging Community Engagement Strategy and consolidation of 

the Statement of Community Involvement will set out how the more detailed 

stages of the plan will be developed in close dialogue with the area’s 

communities. At this stage, however, given the open and exploratory nature of 

what is being asked, the proposed consultation and engagement techniques set 

out in this report are considered sufficient to start this initial BCP Local Plan 

‘launch’ process from 7th October 2019.  



 

Summary of financial implications  

12. The issues consultation and call for sites exercise will be undertaken through use 

of existing resources and budget. The financial implications are predominantly 

related to staff time required to draft the relevant documentation and then 

manage the responses as they are submitted. There is sufficient staff resource 

within existing establishment across the Planning Policy Officers to undertake this 

without any detrimental impact on budgets.  

Summary of legal implications  

13. The issues consultation is being undertaken in accordance with Regulation 18 of 

the Town and Country Planning Regulations (Local Planning) 2012. 

Summary of human resources implications  

14. The Planning Policy teams across BCP have sufficient staff resource to prepare 

and undertake the consultation. Support will be needed from the corporate 

communications and insight teams, which has been confirmed as available.  

Summary of environmental impact  

15. The consultation will be undertaken using electronic forms of communication 

wherever possible to reduce use of paper copy.  

Summary of public health implications  

16. A Local Plan once adopted will set out strategy and policy to address a number of 

needs. One of the key themes that the Local Plan will be focusing on is the health 

and well being agenda. So, whilst there are no direct public health implications on 

this first stage the Local Plan process, as a whole it will have a positive impact in 

this regard. 

Summary of equality implications  

17. The consultation techniques used will aim to reach as many parts of the 

communities as possible.  

Summary of risk assessment  

18. The main risks relate to the impact on the BCP Local Plan timetable if this 

consultation is not undertaken at this stage. The objective is to get a Local Plan 

adopted by 2022, which therefore needs close project management of the key 

milestones. This first stage consultation is identified as the first milestone in the 

Local Development Scheme and therefore should be met for the overall 

production of the Local Plan to be kept on schedule. 

19. There may be a risk that the consultation generates negative comments from 

residents when raising issues around development needs and future locations. 

This is part of the Local Plan process, which is mitigated by ongoing and 

meaningful engagement with communities. It is proposed that this will be the first 

of a number of consultations, as well as ongoing discussions with communities, 



 

to ensure that the Local Plan once adopted has been clearly communicated and 

understood by all. 

Background papers  

None 

Appendices  

Appendix 1 – BCP Local Plan Issues consultation and call for sites letter 


